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Kat Ti erg roemer, omepr nm APE. Hou. , 


Heu! heu ! quid volui miſero mihi ? Flori bus Auſtrum, 
Perditus, et liquidis inmiſi fontibus apros. VIX. 


nunc retrorſum 
[Wit dare atque iterare curſus 
Cogor relectos. Hos. 
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"Tus! 8 and extemporary pamphlet, 


gentle Reader! in it's original ſtate has already 


become the ſubject of no leſs than three pro- 


ſecutions from his Majeſty's Attorney General, 


Six JoHN ScoTT : and, inaſmuch as it was 
| fold probably by every publiſhing bookſeller 


in London, we may reaſonably expect, from 
the impartiality of his proceedings, that it w:// 
become the ſubject of at leaſt a dozen proſecu- 
tions more; comprehending, by way of Jup= 

plement to theſe delectable achievements, b Ne 
author himſelf at laſt : 


0 Latio caput horum et cauſl malorum. 
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( iv ) 


tions z lack as the golden age, the Alber age, 
the Free age, the iron age, and many others: 


but Juvenal “ complains of his own times as 


worſe even than the days of iron; indeed as 
too bad to be characteriſed by the very baſeſt 
of Nature's metals. Happily for us, we are 
reduced to no ſuch perplexity for a name to 
diſcriminate. ourſelves. Sir John Scott and 
the Right Hon. William Pitt have kindly an- 
ticipated the exigencies of chronologers, and 
have bound future hiſtorians in a chain of in- 
diſſoluble gratitude, by furniſhing our times 
at leaſt with a moſt ftriking and deſcriptive 
appellation ; © The age of PEERAGES and 
ProstcUTIONs.” 

With an unſuſpeQing confidence in the 
probity of my intentions; with. an earneſt 
defire of employing ſuch talents as God has 
given me, in the furtherance of his own great 


work, the reformation of mankind, in oppo- 


ſition to all ſecular and temporary intereſts, 
through evil report and good report; under a 
full perſuaſion, that I was diſcharging a moſt 


"momentous and ſacred duty in holding up to 


univerſal deteſtation the wickednejs | f men 
in high places; but without any knowledge of 
the forms and ſubtleties of law ; (that be far 


from me!) my honeſt indignation had hurried 


me, as I preſently found from the form- 


#*:. 4 18 


* Nona tas agitur, pejoraque * ferri 
Temporibus; quorum ſceleri non in venit ipſa 2 
Nomen et a _—_ poſuit Natura metallo. Sat. xiil. 28. 

1 2 Cor. vi. 88. ; EphUviits ia 
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tion of Mr. Attorney General, to ſome indif- 
cretions of language, which I pickt up on my 
| heedleſs career along the high road of Truth: 
a road, which I have ſince diſcovered to branch 
out towards Newgate and Clerkenwell-Baſtile. 
What courſe could we, guiltleſs culprits ! pur- 
ſue in this aukward and embarraſſing fitua- 
tion? What could be done by men, was done 
by us. The publication of the interdicted 

pamphlet was immediately ſtopped amidſt. 
a moſt importunate demand from all quar- 
ters, and every reparation poſſible was made 
by the bookſellers for their offence of inad- 
vertency and miſtake. Still, however, the 
proſecutions, unmitigated and unforgiving, 
went on their way; and operate at this mo- 
ment in the, full“ vigour of malignancy. 
We live,” quoth I to myſelf, “ in what is 
mg vulgarly called a Chriſtian country; and 
« My. Attorney General, J hear, makes loud 

& profeſſions occaſionally of his profound 
« reverence for God and our religion: would 
he not then have acied both a manly and a 
„ Chriſtian part + in ſignifying to me; that I 
* had inadvertently expoſed myſelf to the 
« reſentment of the law ; and thus enabling 
«© me to correct my error, and withdraw the 
<« publication ? But to ſeize upon us, like a 
felon wolf, and devour us at once, impla- 
* and wirhout mercy, or even the Poſ- 
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* 2 bY qe 
Zuma TENTH. Sort. 
t. Matt. XvIIl. 15, 21, 22, Cale. vi. 1. 


1 
« ſibility of amendment and redreſs; — was 
this done,” faid I, „like a friend of Hu- 
% manity, or a lover of the Gel? Queſtion- 
* leſs, (I further murmured to myſelf) the 
« proteſations of ſuch. men, with reſpe& to 
* candour, to equity, and to religion, are prov- 
« cd by their AcTIoxs to be no more than 
« ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbal*, Out 
* upon theſe whited ſepulchres! ſay I: out 
« upon them! beautiful indeed without, but 
« it hin full of dead men's bones and all un- 


N Wang? . 


So then, in the warm purſuit of an inter- 
eſting object, I had not examined with ſeru- 
pulous circumſpection every ſtraggling phraſe 
and caſual expreſſion, which I might think, 
perhaps, would expoſe /ome writers to legal 


reprehenſion, but which I deemed in my un 


inſtance to be ſecured from ſeditious imputa- 
tion by a variety of obvious - peculiarities, 


connected intimately with my principles and 
habitudes of life. 


1. A moſt cordial An of all ten- 
dency to per onal violence in the adminiſtra- 


tion of human affairs, and a compleat renun- 
ciation of all weapons but thoſe of argument 
and perſuaſion; becauſe Perſuaſion and Con- 


Vvicſhion are the ſole handmaids of Peace and 


Happineſs, and have no poſſible connection 


with Force, Penalties, and Proſecutions, The 
wrath of man worketh not the e * 


* Cor. xili, 1. + Matt, xxiii. 27. 


( vii ) 
God*. What charge of /edition, of tumultuous. 
inſurrection, or factious uproar, thought I, can 
faſten upon me, ſo opinioned, with A ara 
dent practice? 80 

2. A reſpectable pe and , not adapt- 
ed to writings of a „editious tendency; which 
require a mean exterior and cheap materials 
for general diſperſion among the multitude. 

The ſole inſtrumentality of my regular 
bookſeller, and the calm proceſs of my other 
publications: no window exhibition of the 
pamphlet by the put veyor of Pig 3=meat at the 
Cock and Swine ! 

4. A ſcholaſtic mode of e inter- 
b after a pedantic faſhion with quotations 
from the Greek and Roman authors; calcu- 

lated rather for the entertainment of liberal 
and well-educated readers, than for a ſedi- 
tious incitement to the rabble rout, and the 
 fewiniſh mulittude : from which alone the fu- 
multuary overthrow of thoſe fair Corinthian 
columns, our civil and eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſh- 
ments, might be expected 

1 beſe concomitant peculiarities will be ub | 
ficient, I perſuade myſelf, to ſatisfy every ho- 
nourable and unprejudiced mind as to the 
ſeditious complexion of my purpoſe in the 
compoſition and publication of that pam- 
phlet. My irſt object, in every undertaking, 
is the ſatisfaction of my own conſcience by a 
punctual and reſolute diſcharge of duty: my 
"WR the approbation and- aa of all ul 5 


1 James 3. 20. | | 
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men; which I covet beyond meaſure, and for 


which I would ſacrifice every thing but Self- 


Reverence and Truth. If the former object 
only can be attained, I repoſe on the ſentence 
of another ARB1TER with reſigned confi- 
dence: if I fecure them 49th, I triumph with 


unmingled exultation in this delightful atteſ- 


tation to the correctneſs of my conduct. In 
either caſe, I contemplate all worldly conſe- 
quences and all human threats with incon- 
ceivable indifference, or unſpeakable diſdain. 
L appeal from the Minions of a court and the 
Myrmidons of power to the votaries of In- 
tegrity and Truth; from the reverſible de- 
ciſions of earthly judges, brutiſh, ignorant, 
and depraved, to the pure ſanctions of Reli- 
gion, and the final ſentence of Eternity. 
Thbeſe principles have accompanied me ſo 
far on the road of life: theſe principles, E 
truſt, wil attend me to it's termination in 
_ _ he 8s 
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A forbidden Writing is ks to be a certain Spark of 
Truth, that flies up in the Faces of them who ſeek to tread 
it out, 3 8 Log Bacon. 
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Tur E. author -f this Ae is a Prelate of high: 
and deſerved reputation; a Prelate eminently di- 
ſtinguiſned among his contemporary academics“, 
for acquired endowments and native vigour of un- 
derſtanding, nor leſs conſpicuous as a theologian 
and philoſopher among his countrymen at large. It 
is neither my practice, nor my propenſity, to think 
or to ſpeak of ſuch men, but with the language of 
deference and the ſentiments of veneration. I muſt 
be excuſed however, from the paramount and ante- 
cedent reverence which I owe. to TRUTH and a- 
TRIOTISM, if L feel myſelf n to declare an 
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3 
abſolute diſſatisfaction with the political ent of 


this writer; and, if I venture to ſuggeſt at the 


lame time a preſumption. of juſter conceptions on 
theſe points from a mediocrity of talents in my 
ſituation, than from the moſt pre-eminent abilities 
in his *. Our minds are-inevitably and impercep- 
tibly influenced by the contact of furrounding cir- 
cumſtances; and our convictions and our reaſon- 
ings can no more eſcape the aſſociations conſequent 
on external ſtation, than our bodily conſtitutions 
can refuſe to ſympathiſe with the climate and the 
atmoſphere under which we live. By an eſſential 
alteration in the prefent ſyſtem of our government, 
if the reſult of foreign invaſion or inteſtine anarchy, 
the Biſnop of Landaff would loſe immediately all 
his ecclęſiaſtical offices at leaſt; whoſe emoluments, 
if not exorbitant, appear very conſiderable in the 
eſtimation of one, who would think all his exertion 
in the cauſe of literature amply remunerated by a 
Aa part of their annual production. He would loſe, 
alſo the proſpect of advancement in the Church; a 
proſpect, in his caſe, unavoidably brilliant and con- 
icuous, for reafons very honourable to himſelf; 
becauſe no man has a better title to a higher ſee, 
from his abilities; nor (in my judgement) is there 


4 ſingle Prelare on the bench, who would adorn the 


* Rarus enim ferme ſenſus communis in 1114. 
Fortuna. JUVENAL, viii. 73. 

Where by /enjus communis I underſtand that ſort of equal 
ſympathy which can only reſult from unawed and unobſtructed 
communications with the profanmum vulgus, or /evini/h multi- 
tude : an advantage utterly incompatible with dignified ſta- 
tions. Compare Quintilian, lib. i. cap. 2. p. 30. ed. Burm. 
and Stobæus, ecl. mor. p. 621, 18. edit. ann. 1543. This pro- 
poſition is indisputable; and the argument of the ſacred 
writer in Hebrews, ii. 17, 18. and 99 is frivolous 
and falſe on any other ſuppoſition, - | 


"C'9-3 


moſt elevated preferment more. The ſame effects 
would, I think, eventually take place, (this may be 
cenſured as imprudent intimation, but truth and 
integrity will enter into no compoſition with a tem 
poriling policy) the ſame effects, I ſay, would finally 
reſult, though by a ſecure and tranquil proceſs, from 
a radical reformation in the repreſentative part of 
our conſtitution, 'Can we then rationally expect, 
that the penſionaries of Church and State ſhould 
view, with a ſuitable diſcrimination and a clear diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, the imperfections of our eſtabliſh- 
ment, or profeſs themſelves friendly to meaſures, 
which may remove that foundation on which they 
ſtand ? Certainly, a ſyſtem with all it's corruptions“ 
mutt neceſſarily appear more eligible to men ſo 
ſituated, than the dangerous alternative of reforma- 
tion; which may be well compared to the advances 
of that luminary, which ſhineth more and more unto 
the perfect day F. „„ 3 
But 4 what are the hopes and fears of an humble 
citizen, like myſelf, in the preſent criſis? On the 
one hand, with a continuance of the conſtitution in 
Church and State, our portion is, the ſure abhor- 
rence of all good churchmen, amidſt an unwearied 


* — veterem cum tota ærugine follem. Juv. 

+ Proverbs, iv. 18. | 

+ In the mean time, I muſt remark in paſſing, the total 
ſubverſion of our eccleſiaſtical and civil polity, as a natural 
and certain operation of the preſent adminiſtrat1on, is ſo ob- 
vious as to appear incapable of eſcaping the moſt heedleſs ob- 
ſerver; and that by a horrible and ſudden deſolation: where- 
as the changes of reforma ion would be no precipitation from 
an eminence, but an eaſy and gradual deſcent to a proper 
level. Why this inſanity then of perſevering in a ſupport of 
the preſent meaſures? ; | 


Why, but to fink beneath Misfortune's blow, 
With louder ruin, to the gulphs below ? 


-* 
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aſſertion of chriſtianity in our writings and our 
life; perſecution, and probably impriſonment, or 
even military execution in no long time hence, if 
we preſume to aſſert the unalienable privilege of 
independent man in an open declaration of our 
ſentiments; or, at beſt, an abſolute inſulation, 
through legal tyranny or popular opprobrium, from 
the reaſonable benefits of ſociety: in ſhort, letters 
and philoſophy, with neglect and poverty, mult be 
our lot. On the other hand, from a ſubverſion, of 
the government by foreign or domeſtic violence, 
our portion would be worſe and worſe. A fearful 
expectation of thoſe tremendous evils, which a 

pear to no man more formidable, than to the ſe- 
queſtered ſtudent, whoſe dear delight is peace; 
which appear to no man more formidable, than to 
the genuine profeſſor of the goſpel ; who contem- 
Plates every inſtigator of war, with it's aſſociates and | 
abettors, as an incarnate Satan in the pandæmo- 
nium of infernal ſpirits. Which then, of the two, 

is more likely to pronounce a right judgement on 
the preſent poſture of affairs? He, who has much 
to dread, with but diſtant and precarious hopes 
from a violent change of ſyſtem; or he, whoſe . 


emoluments as an eccleſiaſtic, and conſequence as a 
privileged man, are inſeparably blend 


with the 
preſent adminiſtration of this country? Certainly, 
the propoſed queſtion may exhibit itſelf to one, as 
a neutral poſition of general utility and public happi- 
neſs ; but can hardly fail to be blended much more 


by the other with an adulterate infuſion, of perſonal 


atcommedatic on and preſent intereſt : not becauſe the 
individual is defective, but becauſe motives muſt 
operate, and Nature remains immutable. | 
After theſe premiſes, I proceed to dilcufs ſome 
leading pi * of the Addreſs before me; and 


n 


if, in conformity to the imperious dictates of unſo- 
phiſticated Reaſon and the undiſguiſed frankneſs of 
my own temper, I ſhould appear to fhew more 
reſpect to intrinſic preponderancies than to diſtinc- 
tions merely accidental, and ſhould ſink the prelate 
in the politician ;, let no reader miſtake honeſt zeal. 
for petulant intemperance, or ſuppoſe. me capable 
for a moment of any feelings but thoſe of pure be- 
nevolence and high eſteem for my illuſtrious oppo- 
nent. The times are critical beyond all example of 
former ages. The ſocial fabrics of other days are 
either ſhaking from their foundations or crumbling 
into duſt, The public ear muſt endure to vibrate. 
wich an inceſſant applicatioa of wholeſome, bur 
momentous, doctrine. Lenitives have been long 
tried in vain: the wound refuſerh to be bea ed. 
Bring forth the cauſtic and the knife; or the man 
is loſt for ever. | 
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ce My fellow-countrymen, 


«© THE ſentiments which TI ſhall, in this ad- 
ce dreſs, take the liberty of ſtating to you on ſome 
e intereſting points, will, I hope, meet with your 
c candid attention; if not from their worth, from 
ce the conſideration that they are the ſentiments of 
« an independent man.“ p. 1. 1 | 

Unduubtedly, if the conteſt . be preſumed . to 
ſubſiſt between one miniſtry and another, the 
| Biſhop of Landaff may be deemed, as much as 
any man ſimilarly ſituated, an independent man. But 
in a more extended view of this appellation, and 

agreeably to ſome remarks already advanced in the 
Pticceding pages, this independence cannot be ſo 


(6) 


eaſily conceded to him. For in fact, very fortu- 


nately for the cauſe of liberty and human happineſs, 


the competition appears no longer perſonal and un- 
important, between #wo parties in and out of place, 


but is become a conteſt of principles, of a general 
and moſt intereſting kind, between CoxRUPTION 
and ReFoRMATION. The preſent miniſtry, there- 
fore, and our political abuſes, are indiviſibly inter- 
woven with each other; and every man alive, 
who profits by theſe enormous inequalities, can by 
no means be eſteemed independent, but muſt be con- 
ſidered in the eye of reaſon as an interefted ſupporter 
of the exiſting adminiſtration : an adminiſtration 
which I, with many others, regard as utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with conſtitutional freedom, and the true 
welfare of the community. A main argument for 


the veracity of the firſt Chriſtian preachers is con- 


ſtructed on the oppoſition of their conduct to their 
worldly intereſt. Is the evidence of an eccleſiaſ- 
tical dignitary in our church ſtamped with the ſame 
mark of authenticity in it's favour ? 

« A new ſyſtem of finance has this year been 
* jntroduced ; and I fairly own it has my appro- 
« bation as far as it goes. p. 2. | 

Abſtractedly conſidered, it is a juſt and wiſe 
meaſure to raiſe within the year the expences of 
that year; and, if this equitable plan had always 
been found neceſſary, fo many horrible wars would 
not have been carried on, nor would poſterity have 
groaned under the criminal oppreſſions of their ſan- 
guinary anceſtors. But this meaſure was not adopt- 


ed by Mr. Pitt citner for it's wiſdom, or it's juſtice; 


but becauſe the funding ſcheme can be puriucd no 
longer, from an abſolute inability to raiſe the ſup- 
plics of the year by any tax, that can be impoſed 
on an impoveriſhed and diſcontented people. In 
truth, miniſters begin to feel, that our expenditure is / 


| TIME 
that mill-ſtone, which will infallibly ſink them and 
their ſyſtem together in perdition : and it is very 
doubtful, whether their profligacy and inſanity have 
left political ſalvation practicable to all the united 
wiſdom and virtue of the country. 

ce J lament, as every man muſt do, the neceſſity 
« of impoſing ſo heavy a burthen on the commu- 
« nity; and, with a family of eight children, I ſhall 
ce feel its preſſure as much as moſt men: but I am 
ce ſo far from cenſuring the miniſter for having done 
tc {9 much, that I ſincerely wiſh he had done a great 
« deal. more.. In the preſent ſituation of Grear 
ce Britain, and of Europe, palliatives are of no uſe, 
© half-meaſures cannot ſave us. Inſtead of calling 
« for a tenth of a man's income, I wiſh the mini- 
ce ſter had caged for a tenth or for ſuch other portion 
« of every man's whole property as would have 
ce enabled him not merely to make a temporary pro- 
« viſion for the war, but to have paid off, in a few 
c years, the whole or the greateſt part of the na- 
ce tional debt. p. 2. 3 | | 
As ſtrange ſtatement indeed, from a man of ſo 
much good ſenſe and ſagacity ! | 


Q KuxAwb, Kuxawy, Y rag Pptvas exmenoracai ; 


Let me expoſe the fallacy of this reaſoning by a 
very prompt intelligible inſtance ; which will apply 
alſo much more cogently in the caſe of property, 
than of income. 5 
The biſhop of Landaff and myſelf have been 
brought up, though at different periods, in the ſame. 
Univerſity, and with the ſame diſcipline : our early 
ſtudies, our views, our habits, our ſentiments, and 
our connections, were much alike. I profeſs my- 
ſelf to feel as ſenſible a reliſh for the real comforts 
and conveniences of life, as he can feel. Suppoſe 
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now, my income to be . 200, and his £.2000. I 
with my fx children can furniſh ourſelves with no 
more than the actual neceſſaries of food, raiment, 
and habitation, with our reſources. Take from me 
a tenth part. of this income, and you diſtreſs me be- 
yond deſcription: exact from him in the ſame pro- 
portion, and you abridge nothing but extravagant 
ſuperfluity, or immoderate accumulation. He has 
his remedy in retrenchment without the loſs of a 
ſingle ſolid comfort. But can 7 retrench? — The 
caſè would admit of a much more impreſſive ſtate- 
ment to the difadvantage of the Biſhop's argument, 
if I had not ſaid enough already to evince it's ex- 
treme erroneouſneſs to the moſt ſuperficial under- 
ſtanding. 5 7 
_« When all the members of a community are 
te propottionably reduced, the relation between the 
te individuals, as to the quantum of each man's pro- 
« perty, remaining unaltered, the individuals them- 
ce ſelves will feel no elevation or depreſſion: in the 
cc ſcale of ſociety. When all the foundations of a 
ce great building fink uniformly, the ſymmetry of 
« the parts is not injured ; the preſſure on each 
te member remains as it was; no rupture is made: 
ct the building will not be fo lofty, but it may ſtand 
« on a better bottom.” pP. 34. 5 
The compariſon is elegant and ingenious, but not 
appoſite to the Biſhop's inference in ſome trivial 
articulars. For alas! the ground. floor of this grand 
and ſtable , edifice, where myſelf, and my meſs- 
mates of the /winiſh multitude, were regaling our- 
ſelves, as well as exiſting circumſtances would poſſibly 
admit, on our cheeſe-parings and candles ends; our 
round-floor, I fay, is ſunk for ever in damps and 
darkneſs; only to make, forfooth ! a more firm 
feundarion for our ariſtocratical and prelatical ſupe- 
riors, who are friſking and feaſting in the upper- 


9 


rooms with unalloyed glee and their cuſtomary un- 
concern. And this, I apprehend, is preciſely the 
caſe with theſe exorbitant Jacobinical requiſitions 
of the miniſter. Whilſt the higher orders feel no 
inconvenience from the preſſure, thoſe, who live by 
the expenditure of ſocicty and their own perſonal 
exertions, are ground to powder. 
I have lately converſed with a variety of men, 
“ in different ſtations, and in different parts of the 
&« kingdom, and have ſcarcely met with one among 
the landed gentry, and with none among the 
* manufacturers, tradeſmen, farmers, and artificers 
of the country, who has not declared that he had 
© much rather pay his portion of the principal of 
e the national debt, than be haraſſed with the taxes 
« deſtined for the payment of the intereſt of it.“ 
5. 6. 
Indeed! Why, the generality of people, ſpeci- 
fied in this deſcription, have no ſuch portion in 
their power: no hoard, no ſecret ſtock, to draw 
from. Their income is ſcanty, ſucceſſive, and 
precarious, We can contrive, but with difficulty, 
peradventure, to furniſh a guinea for each month; 
but if you come upon us for twelve guineas, in a 
maſs, we have them not. But, if this be true of 11. 
come, how much more of property ? 
I proteſt ſolemnly, when J obſerve what ſeems to 
me ſuch abſoluce ignorance of the ſtate of ſociety 
in this country, and ſuch outrageous defiance of the 
moſt notorious facts, I begin to doubt whether my 
ideas be not abſolutely bewildered, and my intellect 
eſſentially diſordered in it's functions; eſpecially, 
when I. confider the character of the writer: I 
conſole myſelf, however, under a conſcioufneſs of 
Honeſt purpoſe, and a readineſs to retract any error 
into which I may have fallen, with . c- 
knowledgement to my corrector. N 
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« Whatever doubts I formerly entertained, or 


ce (notwithſtanding all I have read or heard on the 
- ſubject) may ſtill entertain, either on the juſtice 


* or the neceſſity of commencing this war in which 
* we are engaged, I entertain none on the preſent 
* neceſſity and juſtice of continuing it. Under 


© whatever circumſtances the war was begun, it is 


* now become juſt ; ſince the enemy has refuſed 
* to treat on equitable terms, for the reſtoration of 
tit. 


It requires the dexterity of no common 1 caſuiſt 
to decide after what conceſſions an inſolent aggret- 


for, a ſanguinary combatant, and an implacable 


calumniator, may be permitted to pronounce a con- 
tinued oppoſition to his adverſary juſt and neceſſary : 


and I] am ſure it is a very arduous undertaking for 


that gigantic criminal to arbitrate and decide with 
rigorous impartiality in his own caſe. But withour 
much retroſpective diſputation, I moſt peremptorily 
deny, that a fair trial has been made of the diſpoſi- 


tion of the enemy; and I aſſert in the moſt un- 
qualified language, and upon the immovable af- 
ſurance of human feeling, that no enemy whatſo- 


ever, ſimilarly circumſtanced with the French, 


could be expected to diſcover a conciliatory diſpo- 


ſition towards the negotiators on the late occaſion. 


Now this is a very principal and intereſting topic, 
and well worthy a more minute examination, as 


involving moſt matcrially the main queſtion of ju/- 


rice and Preceſſ ity, as to the point under con, ᷣͥ 1e 
tion. 


Let us ſee then, without claiming any extraordi- 


nary powers of penetration to ourſelves, whether it 
be not eaſy to ſuggeſt ſeveral ſtrong præſumptive 
arguments to evince, that miniſters not only werr 


not ſincere, but in the nature of things, morally 
freaking, could not Peffibly be ſincere, 1 in their over- 


1 

tures for peace: and ſuch arguments, as, I truſt, 
will apply with irreſiſtible cogeney to plain uncor- 
rupted underſtandings. F 7 

I. The acknowledged character of the two mi- 
niſterial leaders, one in each houſe of parliament, 
for every thing that is ſelf-opinionated, arrogant, 
audacious, defamatory, and deſpotical, renders in 
them a ſincere application for peace to men, whom 
they have inceſſantly holden up to univerſal deteſta- 
tion as the moſt horrible of monſters, all but an 
actual impoſſibility. Daily experience informs us 
with unerring ſatisfaction, that theſe furious and 
tmperious natures, without ſome very ſtrong coun- 
tervailing intereſt, (but the intereſt of our corrupt 
and guilty miniſters is prolonged war) are never 
changed: and we ſee in fact from the late ſpeeches 
of the miniſtry, no abatement of their virulence and 
animoſity ; whilſt the French continue the ſame 
regicides and atheiſts as before. Implacable phrenzy, 
regular government, on one hand; indelible parri- 
cide, impious diforder, on the other; — can theſe 
unite, with cordiality and benevolent intention? I 
mult inſiſt upon it, that no man, 1 


W py Prevag ehe Zeus, 
ſound in his intellects, and poſſeſſing the ilighteſt 
acquaintance with human manners, can think ſuch 
an amicable aſſociation poſſible. Beſides, is it to 
be endured, that our infatuation and intrigues ſhall 
force Holland into a crulade againſt her intereſt, 
deliver her up to an enraged enemy, and then from 
ſuperabundant kindneſs ſtrip her of all the means 
of reſtoration to proſperity, her foreign ſettlements, 
and retain them, truly! for our own indeninifica- 
tion and aggrandiſement ? France will deſerve all 
the invectives, which the untameable tongue of 
C 2 
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Jord Grenville has poured upon her, if ſhe does not 
oppoſe ſuch fwindlig perfidy at the riſk even of her 
own exiſtence. | 
2. The eſtabliſned conduct of theſe miniſhers 
conſtitutes an indubitable proof of their ill faith in 
this tranſaction; and a proof deduced alſo from the 
immutable operation of human paſſions. They 
have burthened the country with an immenſe oyer- 
whelming debt by an unexampled prodigality of 
the public money; they have reduced thouſands 
and tens of thouſands to wretchedneſs and beggary; 
tacy have occaſioned a devaſtation of the human 
{ſpecies infinitely tremendous beyond the moſt mer- 
cilels tyrants of ancient or modern times; the 
death of a fellow-creature is no more to them, than 
the fall of an autumnal leaf in the pathleſs deſert ; 
land and. fea is covered with the carcaſſes of their 
ſlain: — they have engendered ſham. plots, falſe 
alarms, and viſionary aſſaſſinations, for the pur- 
Z poſes of deluding the unwary, and to eſtabliſh their 
own power hy a military deſpotiſin, in due time, 
over England, like that, which has trampled bleed- 
ing Ireland to the earth: they have perſecuted 
unto death, they have exiled to the ends of the 
world, and they now impriſon with inconceivable 
rigour, (1 3 what I have ſeen and know) their 
fellow-citizens, for trivial and venial offences, againſt 
every pi inciple of conſtitutional law, pure juſtice, 
and ſound policy: — after a long courſe of theſe 
and other enormities, can ſuch men, I aſk, in an 
iaſlant, become benevolent, pacific, haters of blood- 
ſhed, and- lovers of their ds 7 — Addi x not in. 
ſuit to our ſufferings. 
3. Again: To "diſcard from view every 3 
conſideration, the miniſters muſt have expected, 
that the French, whom they have regarded as wor/e 
than brutes, would prove themſelves more than men, 
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if they preſumed upon a cordial negotiation on the 
part of the republic with an adverſary who had ſo- 
- Teviled her, and to whom ſhe juſtly referred, as 
their ultimate original, thoſe unparalleled calami- 
ties, that had deſolated her country with floods of 
ſlaughter. The miniſtry muſt have ſcen, for it 
was clear to the moſt ſuperficial obſervation, that 
the French, if they poſſeſſed intellects one degree 
above fatuity, would be ſenſible, that no peace 
with the Engliſh government, as now conducted, 
could be liberal, ſubſtantial, permanent; or any 
thing more, than a mere diſguiſed hoſtility, from 
an inability to execute it's purpoſes; ready to tear 
off che maſk on the firſt convenient occaſion, that 
ould preſent itſelfl. Who, I ſay, but ideots, could 
expect a candid and honeſt intercourſe in fuch a 
negotiation on the part of the French republic? It 
were an outrage to human feeling and univerſal ex- 
per ience to pretend it. 

4. The re- appointment of Lord Malmeſbury to 
that negotiation was in itſelf a groſs inſult to the 
French nation ; and, as ſuch, an indubitable lymps 
tom of inſincerity on the part of the Engliſh mini- 
ſters. A detailed narrative of a private converſa- 
tion, impreſſed with the cleareſt marks of exagge· 
ation, 1 and diplomatic atifine 


— to make the worſe en, Pati 
The better reaſon; | | 


if it muſt not be ſtigmatiſed as a ſcandalous act of 
treachery, was at leaſt ſo ungracious and indecorous 
a diſcovery of confidential communication, as could 
not fail to render that nobleman peculiarly ob- 
noxious to his opponents, and indeed muſt neceſſa- 
rily excite ſuſpicions in every calm obſerver, ex- 


( 14 ) 
_— diſreputable to the good faith of his em- 
Ployers. 

5. The tyrannical temper and the violent mea- 
ſures of the preſent adminiſtration, exemplified by a 
tranſgreſſion of the liberal policy of our anceſtors 
and the confeſſed principles of conſtitutional free- 
dom in ſuch numerous and momentous inſtances, 
form ſo great a contraſt to the free energies of re- 
Publican equality, as will not allow me to ſuppoſe 
for a ſingle moment, that Mr. Pitt and his col- 
leagues entertained a fincere wiſh of a hearty re- 
conciliation and friendly intercourſe with the French 
government. They muſt be ſenſible, how ſuch a 
commerce, ſooner or later, muſt diffolve an uſur- 
pation of power in which they have fenced theme 
ſelves by a copious manufacture of their ſtaple 
commodity, poſts and pecrages ; by a diffuſion of 
corrupt humours through every vein of the body 
politic, even to the evaneſcent ramifications of it's 
capillary veſſels; and by a proſtitute majority of 
borough-mongers, loan jobbers, military officers, 
penſioners, and official ſycophants. Nay, through 
ſuch an amplitude of circumference is their vicious 
and contaminating influence now propagated in 
every direction, that their power is irreſiſtible 
throughout the country, notwithſtanding all their 
miſcarriages and miſconduct; notwithſtanding their 
palpable: inability and the acknowledged inefficacy 
of their meaſures : for | almoſt queſtion, hdr a a 
dozen men, at all diſtinguiſhed for intellect, and 
virtue, and political diſquiſition, who are at this 


hour the advocates of the preſent mini can 1 
ee in Britain, 


. old Belerium to the northern main, 


not connected, in fact or expectancy, by themſelves 
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or their relatives, with the emoluments of govern- 
ment ; as churchmen, officers in the army or navy, 
contractors, money-lenders, lawyers, or civil place- 
men. Is it for ſuch men to wiſh and promote a 
pacific communication with the French republic ? 
The ſentiments of Achilles to Hector muſt neceſſa- 
Tily be the ſentiments of ſuch governments u 
each other : g | 


Deteſted as thou art, wa ought to be, © 

Nor oath, nor pact, Achilles plights with thee: . 

Such pacts as lambs and rabid wolyes combine, 

Such leagues as men and furious lions join, 

To ſuch I call the gods! one conſtant ſtate 

Of laſting rancour and eternal hate ; 

No thought but rage, and never-ceaſing ſtrife, 

Till death extinguiſh rage, and thought, and life, 
Poes's Iliad, xxil. 335. 


6. Laſtly, that recovery from ſo profound a ſtw- 
pefaction, which an intercourſe with France, in 
union with a reflection on the miſeries of an unne- 
ceflary, ruinous, and fruitleſs war, in addition to 
that dreadful diſcloſure of the real ſtate of our fi- 
nances, muſt indubitably effect on every rank of 
people in this country, makes a continuance of the 
preſent miniſters in office, after a general pacifica- 
tion, the higheſt improbability imaginable. That 
gigantic monſter of miniſterial depravity, who has 
ſtalked abroad with ſuch effrontery, and inſolently 
_ defied the loud bluſterings of martial conflict, will 
be certainly diveſted of his cloak by the gentle, but 
ſcarching, energies of peace. * How then can they 


* Aya en, Tov aclorra rein del 11 rgcoroy 
* 071 ντννν]τ LAYER GEVTEE(V, or WATH, , αν, Terre, 
r 8% A &oy : Stobeus, mor. ecl. 44. Agathon uſed to 
* ſay, that a, miniſter ſhould recolle& three things: that he 
th « poverns' men; that he governs under the Rory of 
: us; and that he will not govern for ever.“ 
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be fuppoſed deſirous to accelerate that period, ; 
when they ſhall be deſpoiled of their power, and 


leſt naked to popular indignation, after fo long and 


unbridled a career of wickedneſs, and ſuch a mul- 
titude of enormous crimes ? Fallen arrogance ex- 
cites no compaſſion : diſcarded favourites have no 
Where'er they turn, they meet a ſtranger's eye: 
Their ſuppliants ſcorn them, and their followers fly. 
So juſt and Neceſſary is this war 


« And, were there even a bridge over the chan- 
ce nel, France durſt not make an incurſion with 
& half her numbers. She knows how ready her 
ce neighbours would be to revenge the injuries they 
« have ſuſtained, — how ready her own citizens 


s would be to regain the bleſſings they have loſt, 


* could they once fee all her forces occupied in a 


e diſtant country.” p. 13. 


{ 


If this feat were indeed accompliſhed, n 


and the mole immenſe wrought on 
Over the foaming deep high- arch'd, a bridge 
Of length prodigious; _ | 


the moſt ſanguine wiſhes of the republicans would 


be gratified. The ſolicitude, I trow, of Buonaparte 
and his columns does not turn upon © what num 


bers we ſhould oppoſe againſt him,” but © how he 
can get at us.“ No great expectation will be 


formed of op 5 proweſs on it's own ground, 


with all our ſwaggering pretenſions, by thoſe who 
recollect the adventures of about gooo ragamuffin 
breechleſs loons from Scotland, but a few years 


Though the Biſhop of Landaff might. prove, 1 


doubt not, a ſecond Ulyſſes at the leaſt, too many 


ol us, I fear, would reſemble the Satyrs in Euri- 


( iy. 0 


pides, who had, made loud and boaſtful profeſſion 
of their teadineſs to aſſiſt the hero in burning the 
eye of Polyphemus, but miſerably failed in the 
performance of their engagement, when the hour of 
experiment was come. It muſt be acknowledged, 
however, that the poſture of defence, in which this 
country has been lately placed, with the juſt and 
general abhorrence of forcign interference, (a prin- 
ciple, not obſerved with ſufficient reverence by our 
miniſters) makes the proſpe& of ſucceſs, even on 
the iſſue of ſo very improbable an event as the tranſ- 
portation of a French army, infinitely more faint 
than at any former period. It is become alſo, and 
I think juſtly, almoſt an univerſal opinion, that any 
- conſequences of our own inf2tuation and wicked- 
neſs are preferable to the interpoſition and domina- 
tion of the French. 

In ſhort, this gay flouriſh of the ſpirited Biſhop 
reminds one of a ſimilar bravado from that moſt 


redoubtable and peerleſs captain, hight Lord Hawk, 
= 


Aver, ge 2 re | 
Ye little ſtars, hide your diminiſh'd rays 80 


and of his march to Paris: and poſſibly one would 
E as completely realiſed as the other. That we 
ave ever been an overmatch for the French, 
aſcribable ſolely to a better government : but photo 
indeed mult that interval betwixt us be, which ra- 
pid advances in this direction, and a lamentable 
retrogreſſion in that, from the point of pe; lection, 
will not quickly render evaneſcent. 
But, however this may terminate, I conſider thas 
inſinuation of the domineering terrors of the French 
army, and a ſecret willingneſs in a conſiderable part 
of the French nation, but for this reſtraint, 4% return 
to their. vomit, and reſtore royalty, as a viſion 
5 
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ee through the ivory gate;” as a notion perfectly 
unſubſtantial, contradicted alike by the teſtimony 
of travellers, and undiſputed fact. It is very no- 
torious, that the armies of France have been the 
molt ſtrenuous and invariable ſupporters of repub- 
licaniſm throughout the conflict. Now theſe ar- 
mies were not, as thoſe of ſome other nations uſu- 
ally have been, a collection of the vagabonds and 
| outcaſts of ſociety, mere profligate mercenaries, 
þ (the common men, I mean) but a ſelection from 
all orders of citizens by a rigorous requiſition ; and 
of courſe may be regarded as an adequate and fair 
repreſentative , of the whole community. What 
then, I aſk, ſhould have hindered them from rein- 
ſtating monarchy, had they been ſo perverſely in- 
clined ? But nothing lefs, we may reſt aſſured, was 
in the contemplation of theſe true patriots : 


” . 
— — — —— 


planing Quæ belua ruptis, 
Cum ſemel effugit, reddit ſe prava catenis? 


“ But if I were aſked, whether an equal number 
of Engliſhmen would beat theſe conquegers' of 
Italy, I would anſwer, as an Engliſh arnBafſador 
“ anſwered a king of Pruſſia, when, at a review of 
e his forces, he aſked the ambaſſador, whether he 
* thoughtthat an equalnumberof Engliſhmen could 
beat his Prufſians,'—* I cannot tell, (replied the 
" “ ambaſſador) whether an equal number would 
| <« beat them; but I am certain half the number 

| 

| 
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« would try.” Pp. 15. Rp 4 
The Auſtrian ſquadrons and Fog, amy infantry, 
with whoſe martial character the fineſt troops of 
Britain, in the opinion of thoſe troops themſelves 
at the ſiege of Valenciennes, could venture no com- 
pariſon ; they, I ſay, would peruſe, beyond all con- 

| troverſy, this extravagance of national vanity with 

| a ſmile of ineffable contempt : = how much more 


* 


* 
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their conquerors? Perſonal courage is not wholly a 
conſtitutional impulſe, but a compound of native 
energy and habit, invigorated by a conſciouſneſs of 
ſuperior {kill and glonous exploits. But in theſe 
reſpects what nation can be pur in competition with 
the French republic, whether of modern fame, or of 
ancient ſtory ? 

« Many honeſt men, I am ſenſible, have been 
« alarmed into a belief, that were the French to 
<-1nvade this country, they would be joined by 
great numbers * diſcontented men. This is not 
e my opinion.” pp. 16—17. 

On the EE if the French could land a con- 
ſiderable army in this country, to the number, ſup- 
Poſe, of 60,000 or 70,000 of their beſt men; 
| (which, nevertheleſs, appears to me utterly im- 
_ practicable, with our preſent naval ſuperiority) this 

Ligaen would find itſelf, I think, in a moſt alarm- 
ing tare of calamity and danger. The ſame cauſe, 
which has facilitated the progreſs of the republican 
arms on the continent, would operate powerfully 
in this country alſo: namely, that degree of po- 
verty and. wretchedneſs in the lower orders of the 
community; which, eſpecially 1 in their preſent ſtate 
of depravity and ignorance, will render the chances, 
to ſuch unculcured minds, even from confuſion, of 
any change deſirable. I believe from my ſoul, that 
within three miles of the houſe, where I am writing 
theſe pages, there is a much greater number of 
ſtarving, miſerable human beings, the hopeleſs vic- 

tir of penury and diſtreſs, than on any equal por- 
tion of gr ound through the habitable globe“. 


r Shoreditch, Spital-fields, and their environs. The ſcenes 
of miſery, which were diſcovered during the ſcarcity. of 
_ proviſions a ſhort time ago by the viſitors of the poor, almoſt 
exceed belief.—N. B. In this place the fable of The Senjible - 
Aſs with it's moral followed in the former editions; but the 
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& Does it follow that there ought to be no di- 
te ſtinction in ſociety, with reſpect to rank or riches, 
* becauſe there are none in a ſtate of nature?“ 

P. 37. | 
Ye follows, [ think, moſt unqueſtionably, that no 
diſtinctions in ſociety can prevail, conſiſtently with 
the general welfare of that ſociety, but what ariſe 
from perſonal merit and public ſervices*. That 
the father's honours, which have been juſtly paid 
him, ſhould be regularly tranſmitted, in connection 


with various privileges and immunities, to his unde- 


ſerving. children, is an inſtitution which few wiſe 
men will be forward to defend. But ſo circum- 
ſtanced are the ariſtocratical dignities of this coun- 
try! Something, alas! beſides Virtue, is Nobility in 
England. An advocate for inequality like this, 

whatever his ſtation or abilities may be, ſhall re- 
ceive no commendations at my hands. He de- 
ſerves well neither of Humanity nor the Goſpel . 

To the remarks of the Biſhop on the ſubject of . 
religion, I beg leave, in the main, to ſubſcribe my 
teſtimony of concurrence and approbation, as far as 
they are explicit. On this ſubject he is more him- 


Attorney General retains ſo ſmall a portion of reſpect and grati- 
tude for his old preceptor and the expoſitor Doctor Croxall, as 
to have levelled the ſevereſt blows of his reſentment againſt 
the Athenian Fabulift and the Britiſh Divine, There was a 


time, when a preceptor was reverenced as a parent: See Juve- 


nal, vii. 20%, but that was the age of gold, not the age of 
peerages, projecutions, and proſcriptions. { 


* Periander (fee Stob. mor, ecl. xli. p. 268.) pronounced 
that to be the beſt form of government, under which, amidſt 


an equality of all political privileges, Virtue and Vice were 


the only meaſures of honowr and degradation, __ _ 

F The multiplying of lig, and other degrees of qua- 
Tity, in an over-proportion to the common people, jor 
ſpeedily bring a ſtate to neceſſity: and ſo doth likewiſe an 


 evergrowon clergy; for they bring nothing to the ſtock ; Lord. 


Bacon, Eflay xv. - 


( 21) 
ſelf; and can ſpeak with that perſpicuity and frank. 


neſs, which generally characteriſe his writings. As 
"ro an eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment in alliance with the | 
ſtate, or rather dependent on it, I conſider ſuch a 
confederacy as a monſtrous ſoleciſm in Chriſtian 
polity ; —as a fraudulent uſurpation over that“ li- 
. berty, with which Chriſt has made us free; — as an 
impious proſtitution of the ſimplicity and ſincerity 
of the Gofpel, which profeſſes to be a ſcheme of 
univerſal philanthropy and freedom, to ſecular and 
intereſted purpoſes ; —in ſhort, as the prominent 
characteriſtic of that antichriſtian tyranny, which is 
now ripe for ſummary vengeance and eternal ex- 
tirpation. I regard your diſtinctions of Archbi- 
"ſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Canons, Prebendaries, and 
all the muſter-roll of eccleſiaſtical ariſtocracy, as 
the deſpicable trumpery of prieſtcraft and ſuperſti- 
tion, and a grievous domination over the meek 
principles of evangelical ſobriety *: but I am ut- 
terly incapable, as God is my witneſs! of the leaſt 
diſaffection to the perſons of theſe churchmen, and 
much more of the (lighteſt wiſh to injure them, be- 
cauſe their opinions are not conſonant to mine. All 
J want, is a reciprocal indulgence to my perſon and 
erſuaſions: an indulgence, which is ſeldom ſhewn, 
his I know : a plentiful harveſt of. unbelievers 
will continue to be reaped, whilſt Chriſtianity is ſo' 
taught, ſo practiſed, and ſo believed. I ſhould en- 
tertain far better hopes of leading a French infidel 


* The cafe would be very bad indeed, if prelacy were not 
improved ſince Milton's time, who thus deſcribes the Biſhops 
of his day: Who, for the diſcharge of one fingle duty, 

s receive and keep that, which might be enough to ſatisfy - 

_ * the labours of many painful miniſters, better deſerving 
than themſelves : who poſſeſs huge benefices for lazy per- 
« formances;. great promotions, only. for the execution of a 
« cruel diſgoſpelling juriſdiction, &c.” Apology for Smec+- 
fympuus, ſect, 12. | | 52 „ 


[i | i( .22+) 


do accept the pure religion of the ſcriptures, than a 
bigoted ſuperſtitious Churchman*. One is indeed 
much nearer to the truth, than is the other. Con- 
viction may be produced in leſs time, than preju- 

dices and wrong conceptions can be eradicated 

| from the underſtanding ; which would then be in 

ix the ſituation only, after all, of an ingenuous infidel, 

5 Who had enjoyed no opportunities of contemplating 
if the revelation of Jeſus in her native beauty. I pre- 

fer neutrality to prepoſſeſſion, docility to conceit. 
The taſk of unteaching is much more arduous than 

if that of direct inſtructiun. Timotheus, a moſt emi- 
nent performer on the fluge, contemporary with 

Philip and Alexander, was accuſtomed, we are 

if told F, to require a double price from thoſe pupils, 

| who had been diſciplined by a former maſter. Men, 

{| ho receive emoluments under a church eftabliſh- 

Wl} ment, may be as ſincere believers as they pleale ; 
| but they have no right to demand from others an ac- 

lit ceptance of their own conviction as diſintereſted and 
independent teſtimony. Reaſon reſiſts their plea. 

„The nature of things is not to be changed or re- 
verſed for their credit and accommodation: and the 
good ſenſe of mankind will demur at an 5 to 

ſuch advocates of revelation to the end of time. | 

T bon ſhalt take no gift; for a gift blindeth the eyes 

F the. wiſe, and perverteth the words of the righ- 

| Jeous . 8 . 2 

el am not altogether inſenſible of the danger I 

| ** may have incurred, (ſhould matters come to ex- 
e tremity,) by thus publicly addreſſing my coun- 

s trymen. I might have concealed my ſentiments, 

| ce and waited in retirement, till the ſtruggle had 

e been over, and the iſſue known; but I dif- 

te dain ſafety accompanied with diſhonour. When 


" * 
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See to this purpoſe Lord Bacon's xviith Eſfa rp. 
5 + Quiatt, inſtt, ii. 3. ed. Burm. s Deut. XxvI. 19. EN ' 


. 

« Hannibal is at the gates, who but a poltroon 
« would liſten to the timid counſels of neutrality, or 
* attempt to ſcreen himſelf from the calamity com- 
ee ing on his country, by ſkulking as a vagabond 
© amid the mountains of Wales or of Weſtmore- 
« land? J am ready, and J am perſuaded that I en- 
ce tertain a juſt confidence in ſaving, that hundreds 
* of thouſands of loyal and honeſt men are as ready 
ce as J am, to hazard every thing in defence of the 
country.“ PP. 41—42. | | 
On a ſubject of this kind, a man can only under- 
take to anſwer for himſelf; and I feel no difficulty 
in ſaying for myſelf, that I am not one of theſe hun- 
dreds of thouſands” ſo very loyal and fo very honeſt, 
as the Biſhop of Landaff. My life and my books 
are all the perſonalties, that I value: and neither 
of them (for I have not taſted /o7zus) ſhall ' be ha- 
zarded in defence of the preſent adminiſtration *. 


5 Þ 


* The proper object of this paſſage, and the inferences 
ariſing from it, relate moſt evidently to the preſent Miuiſters; 
and not to the corfiitutional government, of this country: a go 


vernment which, I moſt.firmly believe, is capable of pro- 


ducing, in the hands of a virtuous and patriotic admigiſtra- 
tion, a degree of happineſs to the ſubje&, which is not now, 
and has not in ny ormer period, been enjoyed by any peo- 
ple in the univerſe. As to that tendency of trea/onable inac+ 
tivity, which the Fre General charges on this paſſage, he 
ſhould recollect, (and tat ſurely is no crime) that I profeſs 
myſelf an enemy to every thing connected with War and 
Nanghter : that the preſent Miniſtry by invading France have 
been the ſole 8 of danger from invaſion at home by 
France in her turn; and that, if their miſconduct has ren- 
dered the country of much leſs value than it was, the proper 
alternative is not a tame ſubmiſſion to foreign tyrants, but # 
general effort in the people, by all poſſible exertions of a pa- 
cific nature, to remove this miniſtry, and to reſtore the coun- 
try to an enviable ſituation: a meaſure, which would not fail 
to rouſe all our energies in it's defence. Who can tell, whe- 
ther other men might not then be as bold even as the-hetoic, 
Biſtop of Landaff? Eo Ws n 
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If the French come, they ſhall find me at my poſt, 
a watchful centinel in my proper box, my sTupy “, 
among the venerable dead: ſometimes aer ee 
gating the origin of man and primæval hiſtory, by 
turning the dark lanthern of heathen records, or 
trimming the everlaſting lamp of Moſes: ſometimes 
muſing with the divine profeſſors of the tuneful art, 

on ſubjects of taſte and fancy; and ſometimes me- 
ditating with the men of Galilee on mortality and 
Immortality. No ſyſtems of © the many made for 


one, no zeal in ſupport of frontleſs corruption and 


every evil work, hall er my hands: in the blood 
of MEN! 


Non res Romanæ, perituraque regna—. 


Let thoſe, who have an intereſt in theſe fooleries and 
fins ; let thoſe, who have brought us to this moſt 
alarming eriſis, the miniſtry and their retainers, — 
ſtep forwards in the day of danger, and fight the 
battles of their Baal-and their Mammon ; domeſtic 
robbers againſt a foreign ſpoiler. We, ſons of peace, 
of ſee, or think we ſee, a gleam of glory through 
the miſt, which now envelops our horizon. Great 


| revolutions are accompliſhing : a general fermenta- 


tion is working for the purpoſe of general refine- 
ment rough the univerſe : | : 


——incipiunt magni procedere menſes. 


we will wait the event, in defiance of penalties 


and pains, of perſecutions, impriſonments, and 


deaths ; with trembling bope, but with a firm and 


VN. B. Some collator has ſince propoſed in the margin, | 
either a various reading from the MS. or a bold conjecture 
as there is no reſemblance in the letters: for my fiudy, read, 


the Bridewell-in Cold-Bath-fields, under the di 2 of the' Rer. | 


Dr. Glaſſe, end bg ow | * 


(6 25 ) 


tranquil reſignation. Know now, whether this be 

thy ſon's coat, or not, A miniſter and believer of .- 

the goſpel ſhould be well aſſured of the rectitude of 

his purpoſe and the purity of his cauſe, before he 

becomes cruſader under the pretended banners of 

\ - order and religion“. If I ſaw a government, whe- 
ther monarchical or republican, or of- whatever 

form, devoted ſolely to the moral and intellectual : 
melioration of it's ſubjects , ſteadily and ſyſtema- | 
tically bent on the promotion of their temporal 
comfort and accommodation by beneficent and 
equal laws; that government ſhould find me as 
zealous and uniform in it's ſupport, as the moſt 
forward of it's champions: but when I ſee all con- 

_ Iideration of the public welfare ſwallowed up in 4 
domineering profligacy, venality, and ſelfiſhneſs; 
when I behold a moſt hideous war begun, -and pro-. 
tracted, under the lying pretence of preſerving regu- 
larity and ſubordination ; when 1 ſee the name of 
| Religion uſurped and proſtituted by a ſet of men, 
who are worſe than heathens and infidels in their 
lives  : — when J obſerve theſe, and other enormi- 
ties, committed without ſcruple and without re- 
morſe, ſimply to continue a ſet of corrupt apoſtates 

in their lucrative appointments ; and am called upon 

to defend them againſt invaders :—1 revolt at fuß 
an audacious impoſition, and pity the underſtand- 
ing, that can be duped by ſuch deſpicable artifice. 


* Ovouart mepmerreas Tyv pwixlyaiavy. ArISTOPH. | 
+ Tis e apye md andoy;; Newv Tpopa ; Diotogenes 

the Pythagorcan, in Stobzus. * What then is the funda- 

* aeg principle of all government? The education f 

« youth.” _ | | OE Rog 

3 7 Much more tolerable in the eye of Heaven is infidelity” —_ 
- profeſt, than Chriſtian faith and religion, diſhonoured' by 
—— oy works: Milton's: Hiſtory of Britain, end of 
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J know the difference between chriſtianity and ſe⸗ 


cularity — between vice and virtue — between pub- 
lic bleſſings and national calamities - between pe- 


culation and patriotiſm between freedom and co- 


ercion— between ſimple uncoſtly juſtice and ruinous 


Jaw-chicanery — between liberal religion and a ve- 
nal creed between fancies and realities, —as well 
as the generality of my ſuperiours in rank and ſta- 
tion. | 

[ have now animadverted, as far as I thought 


ſufficient, but with ſtudied lenity and a perpetual 


repreſſion of my feelings from a conſideration of 


the diſtinguiſhed character, whom I oppoſe, on 
ſome exceptionable poſitions of a very exceptionable 
publication, eminently adapted to confirm and 


quicken in their inſane career the moſt peſtilential 
miniſtry ever commiſſioned by the wrath of Heaven 
to fink a great, but guilty, nation in the gulph of 


diſgrace and miſery. I wiſh our author had rather 
found himſelf impelled by the pacific dictates of 
our religion to breathe the notes of ſuppiefhon and 
retreat to theſe wild 1ncendiaries, than ſound the 
clarion of hoſtility and perſeverance, , Surely leni- 
tives, not ſtimulants, were the proper application ta 
their ſtate of irritability and inflammation : ſurely 
their impetuoſity demanded the bridle of I heo- 


pompus to reſtrain, not the goad of Ephorus to im- 


pel. But the Biſhop himſelf mult look to this. He 
will neither ſtand, nor fall, by my ſentence. Be- 
fore | conclude, however, let me be permitted to 
ſubmit an expedient, which appears to my mind 
much more rational in itſelf, than the propoſitions 
ſuggeſted in his pamphlet; and not leſs in uniſon, I 
think, with the mild ſpirit and explicit dictates of 
the founder of our faith. 

If the French republic ſhould continue firm 


and faighful 7 itſelf, there exiſts not, 1 believe, a 


ö 


( 27 ) 

thinking man in ele kingdoms, who can perſuade 
himſelf of a poſſible redemption to this country, on 

a ſuppoſition of an indefinite continuance of the 
war. Now this war is hopeleſs : for in what quar- 
ter are the French ſo vulnerable by us, as to render 

them likely to ſue for peace? And the enormity of 
our expenditure from a perpetual ſtate of complete 
preparation to reſiſt the menaced invaſion, that [I 
may omit to mention a boundleſs prodigality 
throughout every department of public office, is 
daily operating with aggravated and reſiſtleſs preſ- 
ſure. Is it not fatuity then, is it not madneſs, for the 
nation at large to acquieſce in meaſures, which ab- 
ſolutely leave our deſtruction in the power of our 
enemies without the neceſſity of landing a ſingle 
ſoldier on our coaſts? And who are benefited by 
this frantic procedure, but a few greedy, obſtinate, 
baffled, tyrannical, and perſecuting men in office; 
the ſcourge of this. nation, and the nen of 
Europe? 

« But the animoſity of the French is impluciite. 
ce They are immoveably determined on our de- 
« ſtruction. They will make peace on no condi- 
ce tions, Which ought to be accepted by Great- 
« Britain,” — All this [ abſolutely deny, by main- 
taining, that no proper experiment has been made; 
and no man can pur in his claim to demand belief 
from me to a mere aſſertion without proof. You 
have indeed ſolicited a negotiation ;,, but through 
the medium of men, whom it is NOT Poss BLE for 
the French to think ſincere, or to regard as friends. 
Change your miniſtry, reſtore the ſpirit of your 
conſtitution, correct your abuſes, and calm your tem- 
per: then (and ſurely they, who have been ſucceſsful 
in their predictions through all this conflict, have 

more reaſon to expect attention to their opinions, 
than thoſe who have been invariably wrong;) then, 
I ſay, ſolicit peace ; and,' take my word for it, the 


r 


French republic, ſo far from inſiſting on any con- 
ceſſions of humiliation and diſgrace, will come for- 
wards to embrace you, will eagerly accept your 
friendſhip, and be proud of a connection with the 
firſt people in the univerſe, Should I be miſtaken 
in this event, and have formed a wrong judgement 
of their temper and deſigns, ſtill the good effect of 
tis advice will be an ineſtimable acquiſition, a vi- 
| orous and . generous UNANIMITY among our- 
2 But, untill this alternative has been adopted, 
Vntill this experiment has been made, I mult inſiſt, 
that the pertinacious aſſeveration of the impractica- 
bility of peace is a proof of intolerable, ſhameleſs 
impudence; a mere ſtratagem of intereſt, and im- 
poſture: I muſt inſiſt, that the continuance of war 
is a deſperate profligacy in the miniſters, and a ru- 
inous infatuation in the people; and that all incen- 
tive to the prolongation of this monſtrous work of 
deſolation, calamity, and blood, is BOLD IMPIET T. 
In ſhort, the circumſtances of the time moſt impe- 
riouſly demand the interference of THAT MAN, who, 
for diffuſive political wiſdom, gentleneſs of nature, 
and genuine philanthropy, unalloyed by a ſingle 
particle of bitterneſs, animoſity, or reſentment, has 
not, and, perhaps, never had, a ſuperior among his 
| ſpecies: A MAN, as preferable to your vital Cbriſ- 
Hanity politicians, as ſolid actions to empty ſounds, 
as the ſubſtance of Virtue to her ſhadow. © Con- 
« ſider of it, take advice, and ſpeak your minds.“ 


- 


My ſentiments are before you. 


Inde etenim nobis, nee fas aliunde, redibunt 
Vitales fortafſeanime, lucisque prioris 
Uſura, XT EAN AS NE DEVOLVAMUR AD UMBRAS. 


- Hackney, 
Auguſt 10th, 1798. 
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